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MISSOULA--The University of Montana is one of the few universities in the United States which have
student golf courses, according to the golf course director, Jack B. Miller.
A 1959 UM graduate and Kalispell native, Miller manages the golf course and the
University Center recreation area.
Transforming an open, barren field into a luxurious shady golf course has not been an
easy job.

But Miller enjoys his work.

He says that the golf course is run almost like a

small business, using profits to make needed capital improvements.
Since opening in the fall of 1958, the golf course has been completely self-supporting,
according to Miller.

In eleven years the course has been constantly improved by Miller

and his staff.
Recalling the condition of the course when Miller took over early in 1959, he says,
"Theiewere only three trees that happened to be on the course."
Since then, Miller has planted many more trees.
trees planted on the course have survived.
success to his staff, who he says has

He says that almost 95 per cent of the

Miller attributes this high percentage of

treated the trees with "tender care."

This fall, Miller plans a major tree planting project.
of trees ranging from six to twelve feet tall.

His staff will plant a number

Hopefully, they will shade the golfer and

direct traffic on the course in the future, says Miller.
One year ago Miller acquired a pro shop from UM's Elliott Village complex.

The shop

now offers golfers a large, paved parking lot, eating facilities and room for relaxing
between rounds.
The nine-hole golf course has been expanded by enlarging the original tees and building
another set of tees.

These make it possible for golfers to play 18 holes, each of which is

different.
more
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Optimistic about the future, Miller says that the UM golf course is, "rapidly
becoming one of the better nine-hole courses in the state."
Apparently, local golfers agree.

Employees in the pro shop reported that when the

course operates between April and November, a steady stream of golfers play the course
each day.
When asked about the course and its condition during the playing season, golfers
made such statements as, "The fairways and rough are very well taken care of" and "You
can always depend on the course being in excellent condition."
Most of the people who use the course do so regularly.

They find the nine-hole

course convenient because of its accessible location and reasonable rates.
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